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ABSTRACT 
The reality is that there are unspoken truths about what it means to be a structural

engineer that I wish someone had told me before I took my first statics class. I never expected
to be a structural engineer when I entered college. 20 years later, I am a Principal with
Degenkolb Engineers and the 2020/2021 President of the Structural Engineers Association of
Southern California. I love what I do. But do you know what I actually do and what it means to
be a structural engineer. Let’s explore together what is means to be a structural engineer in
today’s world including those unspoken truths. They are even more relevant for you as you
enter this industry during a time of such uncertainty.
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